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ANNUAL REPORT OF

FIRE MARSHAL KEVIN J. KOWALSKI

MAY 1, 2009


During the calendar year 2008 there was a total of 636 incidents responded to by the Simsbury Volunteer Fire Company.  Of these incidents, 74 were investigated by this Office.  Totals for the previous year, 2007, were 616 incidents and 58 investigations.  This represents an increase of 20 incidents and 16 investigations.  There were two fire-related injuries reported to the Fire Marshal's Office.  


2008
2007

Fire, Other
3
2


Building Fire
9
12


Fires in Structures Other than in a Building
0
1


Cooking Fire, Confined to Container
26
24


Chimney or Flue Fire, Confined to Chimney or Flue
9
8


Fuel Burner/Boiler Malfunction, Fire Contained
14
10


Trash or Rubbish Fire, Contained
0
1


Fire in Portable Building, Fixed Location
0
1


Mobile Property (Vehicle) Fire, Other
3
0


Passenger Vehicle Fire
12
3


Natural Vegetation Fire, Other
7
5


Forest, Woods, or Wildland Fire
2
1


Brush, or Brush and Grass Mixture Fire
10
8


Grass Fire
1
0


Outside Rubbish, Trash or Waste Fire
2
1


Dumpster or Other Outside Trash Receptacle Fire
3
0

Special Outside Fire, Other
0
1


Outside Equipment Fire
1
1


Overpressure Rupture, Explosion, Overheat, Other
1
0

Rescue, EMS Incident, Other
1
0


Medical Assist, Assist EMS Crew
4
0

Motor Vehicle Accident with Injuries
10
9


Motor Vehicle Accident with No Injuries
23
20


Search for Lost Person, Other
1
0

Search for Person in Water
1
0


Extrication, Rescue, Other
3
3


Extrication of Victim(s) from Building/Structure
1
0

Extrication of Victim(s) from Vehicle
3
3


Removal of Victim(s) from Stalled Elevator
1
4

High-Angle Rescue
1
2


Trapped by Power Lines
1
0

Water and Ice-Related Rescue, Other
0
10


Swimming/Recreational Water Areas Rescue
0
1


Watercraft Rescue
0
1


Rescue or EMS Standby
0
1


Hazardous Conditions, Other
6
15


Combustible/Flammable Gas/Liquid Condition, Other
3
8


Gasoline or Other Flammable Liquid Spill
8
10


Gas Leak (Natural Gas or LPG)
14
12


Oil or Other Combustible Liquid Spill
10
18


Toxic Condition, Other
1
0

Chemical Hazard (No Spill or Leak)
1
1


Chemical Spill or Leak
17
13


Carbon Monoxide Incident
14
12


Electrical Wiring/Equipment Problem, Other
10
8


Overheated Motor
3
2


Power Line Down
17
10


Arcing, Shorted Electrical Equipment
26
18


Biological Hazard, Confirmed or Suspected
1
0

Building or Structure Weakened or Collapsed
1
0

Aircraft Standby
1
0

Vehicle Accident, General Cleanup
3
3

Explosive, Bomb Removal
1
0

Service Call, Other
3
0

Person in Distress, Other
1
0

Lock-Out
1
1

Water Problem, Other
7
18

Water Evacuation
7
67

Water or Steam Leak
3
3

Smoke or Odor Removal
5
3

Public Service Assistance, Other
5
0

Assist Police or Other Governmental Agency
10
9

Police Matter
0
1

Public Service
1
0

Unauthorized Burning
18
13

Cover Assignment, Standby, Move Up
9
6

Good Intent Call, Other
20
17

Dispatched and Cancelled Enroute
6
2

Wrong Location
1
1

No Incident Found on Arrival at Dispatch Address
2
3

Authorized Controlled Burning
1
0

Steam, Other Gas Mistaken for Smoke, Other
2
4

Smoke Scare, Odor of Smoke
42
48

Steam, Vapor, Fog or Dust Thought to be Smoke
1
2

Hazard Release Investigation with no Hazard
1
4

False Alarm or False Call, Other
1
1

Malicious, Mischievous False Call, Other
3
2

Local Alarm System, Malicious False Alarm
1
0


Bomb Scare – No Bomb
4
1

System Malfunction, Other
11
7

Sprinkler Activation Due to Malfunction
0
2

Smoke Detector Activation Due to Malfunction
16
13

Heat Detector Activation Due to Malfunction
1
1

Alarm System Sounded Due to Malfunction
64
40

CO Detector Activation Due to Malfunction
7
1

Unintentional Transmission of Alarm, Other
27
21

Sprinkler Activation, No Fire - Unintentional
5
1

Extinguishing System Activation
0
1

Smoke Detector Activation, No Fire – Unintentional
16
12

Detector Activation, No Fire – Unintentional
9
5

Alarm System Sounded, No Fire – Unintentional
16
20

Carbon Monoxide Detector Activation, No CO
  19
  23

Total
636
616
Inspections were as follows:  


New
Reinspections
New
Reinspections


2008
2008
2007
2007

Apartments
720
22
593
18


Assembly
66
52
73
33


Board and Care
3
1
2
0


Business
126
50
146
49


Day Care/Camps
25
13
21
25


Educational
14
51
14
39


Gas Station
4
7
3
7


Health Care
1
11
1
2


Hotel/Dorm
10
6
11
6


Industrial
43
10
50
15


Industrial/Explosive Magazines
44
0
41
0


Liquor License
11
5
7
6


Mercantile
119
66
125
65


Site/Construction/Vacant
20
164
18
148


Storage
    17
    2
      8
    0

Total
1223
460
1113
413

During the calendar year 2008 there was a total of 1683 inspections.  This represents an increase of 157 from the 2007 total of 1526.  


The 636 incidents include approximately $372,000 in direct property loss.  This compares to $611,250 in 2007 and $1,005,150 in 2006.  To put this in perspective, this estimated loss is a loss based on protection of over two-and-a-half billion dollars worth of assessed value property.  


Percentage breakdown of annual inspections:  






Cumulative




Required
Completed
   Average   


January
80
76
95%
95.0%



February
44
38
86
90.5



March
90
79
88
89.5



April
134
121
91
90.0



May
96
82
85
89.0



June
432
281
65
85.0



July
199
156
78
84.0



August
157
154
98
85.7



September
38
34
89
86.0



October
57
55
96
87.1



November
100
100
100
88.2



December
28
28
100
89.3

Additional notes:  

1.
The annual inspection program achieved 89 percent of its required inspections for Simsbury.  This achievement is due to the great efforts of Deputy Fire Marshal Patrick Tourville.  Great job.

2.
The public fire education programs were extremely busy this past year.  Fire extinguisher training and other public education classes exceeded our goals with over 28 classes training in excess of 1100 people.  

3.
The Fire Marshal’s office again assisted the Town of Simsbury in emergency planning.  Additions to the main plan included two new annexes – one for domestic animal protection and one for emergency medical responses.  This plan will assist the Town’s first responders with WMD and other natural incidents.  A comprehensive annual assessment of the plan was completed and filed with the State of Connecticut Department of Homeland Security.  

4.
The townwide smoke detection and battery program has continued this past year thanks in a large part to the fire fighters who check and make sure that our citizens are kept safe.  The legislative effort continues to remove the liability from the fire districts on the installation of a new smoke detector by a fire fighter.  We are hoping that this will become law during the 2009 session.  
5.
The emergency fire protection water supply program was continued this year with the rebuilding of the dry hydrant on Up-The Road.  This project was a partnership with the Town which included road repairs from the April 2007 flood.  This hydrant should serve the needs of that neighborhood for years to come.  
6.
Plans for the Eno Hall fire sprinkler installation project were approved and the construction has begun.  This great town landmark will be fully protected by May of 2009.  The goal for next year includes requesting the Town to research protecting the Owen Murphy Apartments with residential fire sprinklers.  
7.
A request was made to the town for an ordinance to require radio amplifiers in new buildings over 10,000 sq. ft. if the emergency forces radios fail to operate properly.  
8.
Again this year I would like to thank the officers and fire fighters for their support with fire prevention, Deputy Fire Marshal Patrick Tourville for maintaining a high level of required inspections and Deputy Fire Marshals Adam Libros and John Kowalski for their assistance throughout the year.  






Respectfully submitted, 







____________________________________







Kevin J. Kowalski







Fire Marshal

0507/s16
