Report of President

Simsbury Fire District

May 12, 2008
I am pleased to present this report on the activities of the Simsbury Fire District for the 2007-2008 fiscal year.  Simsbury continues to be especially fortunate to have a group of dedicated fire volunteers that devote untold hours to training and protecting its citizens. The regular department membership, as well as the cadet program, remains at adequate staffing levels. As in the past, I wish to express a thank you on behalf of the District and our community to all of the volunteers that make up the Simsbury Volunteer Fire Company and the Junior Firefighter program, the members of the Ladies’ Auxiliary, and my fellow commissioners and officers in the Simsbury Fire District.  Your extraordinary efforts save the taxpayers untold costs each year. Simsbury’s residents and property owners can be assured that the volunteers of the Simsbury Volunteer Fire Company provide service that is as good as a community can receive whether professional or volunteer.
The commitment and work of our paid employees is much appreciated also.  The Fire Marshal’s office, our building and fleet maintenance staff, and our dispatch office staff once again contributed greatly to maintaining the excellence of this department.  The outreach activities of the Fire Marshal’s office in public fire education have helped the community better understand our operations.
Simsbury’s citizens can continue to rest assured that they have the benefit of a great group of volunteers and employees dedicated to maintaining Simsbury’s status as one of the best-protected communities in the State of Connecticut.

Following are some significant highlights of our accomplishments this past year.

· The Simsbury Fire District operated within budget.  The District adhered to its long-term goal of meeting both operating and capital requirements without resorting to borrowing.  If the budget we are recommending tonight is approved, we will be decreasing the mill rate for 2008/2009 from 1.3 mills to 1.05 mills. Revaluation introduces a complicating factor this year but for a home assessed at $250,000 last year, the tax bill at the old mill rate would have been $325.  If that same house went up by the average assessment increase caused by revaluation, its tax bill based upon the proposed mill rate would be approximately $344, a $19 increase to support the increased expenses in the proposed 2008/2009 fiscal budget.
· The District hosted the Kelleher Awards Dinner the evening of February 15, 2008.  This was another eventful year. 
· A total of eleven Firefighter service awards were presented representing 145 cumulative years of service for the honored recipients.  Further, four Ladies’ Auxiliary service awards were also presented representing an additional 90 years of service.  Notably, member Lucy Bowman marked her 45th year of service to the department-an extraordinary accomplishment and commitment. Simsbury can be proud to have volunteers that make this kind of commitment to the safety and protection of the community.

· The new S-12 was delivered during the summer of 2007 and placed into service.  I want to thank all the members of truck committee for their work in specifying and bidding this important piece of equipment.  Hopefully, it will contribute to the protection of Simsbury for the next twenty years or more.
· We also received delivery of a new Haz Mat response trailer and tow vehicle as active    members of the Capital Region Hazardous Materials Response team.  This unit provides direct benefit to the community without the burden of capital expenditures as it is funded by state and federal homeland security programs.

· Our replacement activities for the Main Station continued, albeit more slowly than we would like and with more complications.  Nevertheless, we have entered into a letter of intent with the Masons which outlines the terms which we have agreed to.  This will include the acquisition of a replacement site adjacent to Simsbury Bank for their new facility as well as the necessary zoning approvals on that site as well as the combined Main Station and existing Mason sites. While progress has been frustratingly slow, we hope to continue with planning for the ultimate upgrade and refurbishment of the Main Station during this year as soon as an acquisition of the property is closed.  I extend my appreciation to Kevin Kowalski for a lot of work on this important project.
· With the help of webmaster, Cliff Williams, we have added more public information on the District to its section of the Fire Department website.  We hope that this helps the public understand the role of the District particularly as it relates to expenditures and taxation.

I have enjoyed working with all the members of the District as well as the members and officers of the department this year.  Your hard work and support are a great source of pride to the community.  Thank you.

This concludes my report for this year.
Respectfully submitted,
Kevin A. North,

President

